28 OCTOBER 2022

Ponsonby Primary School
Te Kura o te Rimu Tahi
Kia ora koutou, Saal Mubarak,
This week is Diwali which is the celebration of the New Year in India and is also
known as the festival of light. So a Happy Diwali!
I hope you all had a great long weekend! It has been a short week but it has
been a very busy and eventful week. Yesterday we had the Bee lady who came
into work with our Yr 1-4 students. This is part of the Puriri Inquiry (Kaitiaki o ngā
manu) bringing back the birds to the Ponsonby area. It was such a great
experience for our Yr 1-4 Tamariki as they learned about pollination and how
important the bee community is to our ecosystem. This was then followed by
the National Shake Out Drill which was performed all around the country at
9.30am, this is a very important reminder for all of us to prepare for an
earthquake event. The Shake Out takes place across the world to remind
people of the right action to take during an earthquake. Drop, Cover and Hold.
Today, our Year 5 children hosted their carnival day. The carnival is such a great
learning experience as it gives these children the opportunity to become
entrepreneurs for the day as well as fundraise money which goes towards the
cost of the EOTC activities planned for our Yr 5 students. A big thank you to Mrs
Radcliffe and the Kowhai teachers for organizing this event for all our tamariki to
enjoy.
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Next Week is book week, which is also going to be another rich learning
experience for our students. Books are magical doorways - to other worlds,
times past, other lives, cultures, experiences, values, and points of view. Mrs
Khouri has done an outstanding job with the organization of the week. There
will be authors coming in and working with our students, there will be a
character book parade, teachers sharing their favorite books and many more
wonderful learning experiences. We will also be selling Scholastic books in the
library from Monday to Thursday. On Monday you can purchase books from
3pm - 3.30pm and from Tuesday we will be open in the morning from 8.30 9am and carry on selling books from 3pm - 3.30.
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A reminder that next Friday is our Guy Fawkes fundraiser which will start at 4.30 pm at Pt Erin
pools. The PPSG and Mr Naera have been busy organizing this event for our community. We
believe having these events is very important for all as we know community engagement is a
big part of the success of a school. As you know we have been fundraising for a junior
playground and the works for this project will begin in the January school holidays. The
money raised from Guy Fawkes will go towards the playground. Tickets are still available and
you can either purchase at the of ce or through Kindo. For our new parents this is a great way
to meet new families and the reworks display is pretty epic!
It has been great seeing the children following our sun smart rules and wearing hats when
outside. A reminder that children need to wear a brimmed hat and not a cap. We will have
sunscreen in the classrooms but if you could make sure the children come to school wearing
sunscreen that would be much appreciated.
From Monday next week, Three-way (parents or caregivers/student/teacher) learning
conversation will open for booking your interviews and a booking link will be emailed out.
The Interviews will take place in Week 6 on Tuesday and Wednesday. You will receive your
child's reports before the meeting and the focus will be around celebrating the success of
your child. We have had two years of disruption and like I have said in the past, through Covid
we have seen this impact on some of our children's progress. Over the last two years we have
been able to have small class sizes to help cater for the needs of our children and Susan
Robins has set up intervention programs. We will continue to look at our data and make sure
we have programs in place to meet the needs where required. In the last week of Term 3, a
class request regarding friends was sent home for children in Yr 3-5. Today was the last date
to have handed these into the classroom teachers. If you have not done this yet could you
please send it through ASAP.
I hope you have a lovely weekend and let's hope the rain stays away!
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Ngā mihi,
Sanjay Rama
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